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Good Afternoon Sisters and Brothers. I got home a few days ago and my
daughter, Katie Benioni, Juanita and Patoa's daughter-in-law, who is my daughter, said,
"Mom you have to be at the chapel - it's a quarter till two on Monday."
"Okay, what's happening?"
"We have some people coming from Laie, and they want to know the history of
Waimea.
And I said, "well I really don't know that much."
And she said, "Well go Mom." And so she called me about 12:30 in the
afternoon and she called, and I was out weed whacking the grass in my yard. And she
said, "Mom, go. Mom - you go." And so here I am. And Sister Keliikoa_thinks I can tell
you the history of Waimea.
All I can tell you is that my family on my mothers side--my great grandmother
joined the church about 1850ish, probably right after the missionaries got here. Probably
the late 1850's. She was the first member of the church. And then my grandfather, John
Kaapuni, was a member of the church. In the cornerstone of this chapel is his Book of
Mormon in Hawaiian. It came from the old chapel at the other place, the first chapel, and
then it was put in the second chapel there, and now it's in the third chapel here. And so
that's the history of where the gospel started in my family. My grandchildren are now
being baptized and that gives us about six generations of the church in our family.
What I remember is that this branch started with a man named, John Kaue who
my mother said was approximately the first branch president of the branch here in
Waimea. And if you go straight up the hill back here that was Brother John Kaue's home.
So it's almost ironic that we're in his backyard.
This chapel is--my mother told us stories about when she was a little girl. My
grandfather was a member and my grandmother was a staunch Catholic and so as I went
to do our research on our family I found that my mother and all of her brothers and
sisters, and there were approximately thirteen of them, were all illegitimate, according to
the Catholic Church. But at least there were records of who they were and about
approximately when they were born. So it verified also the materials that you find in the
Board of Health. But she remembered as a child because her mother died when she was
two years old, being raised by the Lindsey family of this area. And many of them I guess
went to church. And so she remembers as a little girl riding horseback to go and do
visiting teaching in the area, including going all the way down to Puako (East Coast)
sometime with some of the sisters as they went. And she always credits the church for
having taught her homemaking skills that she had to learn because she was being raised
by a father and mostly boys. So anyway, she became inactive in the church when she
married my father because they moved twelve miles up to Waikii, and in those days it
was hard to come down here twelve miles to church. And my father was Catholic. So as
we were growing up, the missionaries came to Waikii. They would walk or they would
come up on horseback with Brother Allen Lindsey. He would bring them up on
horseback. And they would hold family meetings at our house.

So our father was then converted to the church. What actually happened was my
mother and father asked us when we were quite young. I think I was 10. My sister Grace
back there was probably 12 and my oldest sister was 14 - What church did we want to go
to? We had gone to the Catholic Church, the Mormon Church, and a Hawaiian Church.
And so we all decided that we wanted to be like our mother and join the church. So the
missionaries came up and gave us the lessons and in the process, about a year or two
later, my father joined the church. And so then we started going to church at the little
chapel, and there's not a picture up there. But it was just a one- room building, and it had
a little isle in between. And I imagine you could probably sit 5 people on these wooden
benches on both sides. And that was where we started coming to church. We were
baptized in a stream called, Waiaka Stream on a cold, rainy windy day. And the three of
us, I can still see us standing on the shore of that little stream being baptized in that cold
and windy area. Brother and Sister David Bell owned the property where we were being
baptized. They were, of course, active members of the church. They too became active
when they moved from Waikii to Waimea and if you look back there's a picture of
Brother and Sister Bell up there. She was my mother's second cousin because her father
was my mother's first cousin. And so they also were active in the church.
We grew up utilizing the gymnasium. It was a popular place in Waimea. Our
branch president was Brother George Lindsey and Sister Thelma Lindsey. And Brother
George and Sister Thelma would sponsor LDS dances. And we had missionaries who
were orchestra--they played in this LDS orchestra. And so we would come down on a
Friday evening and we would help decorate the gym and Brother Lindsey was extremely
talented. He would make these huge baskets of fern and it was just lovely. And he
would hang them from the rafters of the gymnasium. And they were decorated with
crepe paper and bamboo, whatever they could find, the greenery. And it was a lot like
walking into Shangri-La. And of course we had MIA, and we learned to do the Gold &
Green ball dances. We did a few circular dances in that gymnasium. And it was lovely.
We all wore gowns and our fellows wore suits. And we danced with our cousins, our
number one year my father was my partner. We also did plays on the stage, and I
remember my father being in a play with me and I can't remember what my part was, but
that was growing up here in Waimea. It was wonderful.
We had volleyball games and basketball games. We had tournaments, we had
round robins around the island and my father and mother were very active in sports. My
father was a scoutmaster, and the church continued to grow. And I can remember during .
the war, because we became active right after the war, but during the war we'd come
down to Waimea on a Sunday because my Dad liked to watch baseball so we'd go to the
park and watch baseball, but we'd come past the church sometime. And there would be
one car, it was kind of a grayish, blue car and it belonged to Brother George Lindsey. He
and Brother Iokepa were the two priesthood holders. And they might have been the only
people in the church with Sister Lindsey and Brother Iokepa's daughters and one son.
And Sunday after Sunday sometimes they were the only people in church. There was a
Brother Raphael, he was also active. And I remember as we started coming to church he
was the usher. And if we were noisy he would come up and he would tap us to tell us to
be quiet. We had to be reverent.
Those were wonderful days. We'd come down on an MIA evening, all the way
from Waikii, and it would be all of our cousins and the neighborhood people. And most
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of them were not members of the church, but they joined the volleyball teams and the
basketball teams. They came to our dances and it was just a community center as we
were growing up. And then of course the chapel got too little. So they decided in 1956
to build another chapel. And so that's the chapel that's up there on the corner. I can
remember my mother and father telling me about how they had to help build the chapel.
I can remember my mother talking about having to put the windows in the chapel and
how they cooked the meals to feed the people who came to eat. There was a really nice
feeling about being able to participate in the building of the chapel. And I can remember
huge pots of stew being prepared to feed people in that chapel-- I mean in the
gymnasium.
Our mission home was in the gymnasium. And I can remember having a
missionary called Elder Shlappey and he was extremely tall. And in order to go up to
where they slept. They slept behind the stage and they had to climb up these stairs. And
the ceiling on that room was rather short and if you had a chance to walk in there you
could see that it wasn't very tall. And I think most of the time Elder Shlappey must have
walked around like this because he was so tall and that place was so little, but they lived
there in that gymnasium.
I can remember having the Hilo branch coming over and their presentations of
plays and programs and dance exhibitions. It was a wonderful time to grow up here in
Waimea. And then after the new chapel was built we began to have bishoprics, instead of
branch presidents. At one time we were part of the Hamakua Coast and so there were
many little chapels. And I saw someone with a map of all these little chapels like Niulii
and Halaula and all the little places, Kukuihaele. And then they began to consolidate all
those little branches into bigger wards. And so now we have wards instead of our little
branches. Most of the people that lived here worked for Parker Ranch. They were
cowboys. It was a very poor existence. They gave us our homes and meat and milk and
poi every week and very little money. We didn't know we were poor because everybody
was just like us.
The branch and the ward continued to grow, and a few years ago they decided we
needed a new chapel and so they built this chapel. I believe I was away when this chapel
was being built because we were very poor, but I can remember going to seminary every
morning. And one of the things I received was that little scholarship you get from the
Church for going to seminary for four years. And I got that and was able to go off to
Ricks (College) for a year. And then the second year I came back and by that time,
Church College (of Hawaii), it was their first year. And so I went to Church College.
And I remember Brother Swapp back there and several people. And so I'm in the first
graduating class of Church College of Hawaii. There were, I think, maybe 13 of us who
were in that class. And after that I went back to the Mainland and was able to finish my
schooling up there.
So I was gone for a period of twenty-two years so that part of my life I don't
know. All I know is that my parents continued to be active. I know that my father was
on the High Council and at one point in his life he became the Bishop or Branch
President of the Kailua Ward in Kona and he and my Mother would drive back and forth
to Kona during the week and on the weekends to take care of the church in Kona because
they could not find someone to become the bishop there or branch president there.

Our parents have both passed away now. I have two sisters who are active in the
church. I have my children who are active and Sister Inamine's son, who is first
counselor in the bishopric. And so, our family continues to be part of the ward here in
Waimea. That's about all I can tell you-- that I know.
Dottie Behling: Could you explain your relationship to the Hubbell 's, so that they
know, the one's that are from Laie who you 're related to.
Okay. My mother had an older sister, out of the thirteen children that my
grandfather had. The only living decendants are from two of his daughters, the oldest
daughter and the youngest daughter. And the oldest daughter was Minimananahale'a,
and some of you might remember that name. And that was her oldest sister, and then
there was my mother. And Barbara Hubbell comes from Minimananahale'a, my mother's
oldest sister. So there are several generations because there is Mana, who is the sister of
my mother. And then there is Agnes Grace and then there is Barbara Hubbell. So that's
how we're related. Uahiwa was Agnes' first cousin. And that's where Barbara and Bise
come from.
You said your father worked for Park Ranch?
He did. My father worked for almost forty years at the Parker Ranch ..
"What about now, the people here at church today? Is that still the main source of
occupation for people in this branch?
No, no. It's actually the hotels down on the beach side. Most of our people work
there.
And they just go back and forth from there?
Yes, yes.
Mike Foley: Is this the area where Henry (Lindsey) came from, that's living in
Laie?
Yes, his family is from this area. In fact, as I understand my mother telling me of
the history, my grandfather owned about fourteen acres as you're going out of Waimea,,
going towards Kawaihae. And right next door was the Lindsey Estate. And so she knew
Henry, and she knew all of the Lindseys because she grew up with them. In fact, they
helped to raise my mother because they were neighbors.
You're saying that a lot ofpeople worked at resorts, Waikoloa Village, which was
built to house the people that work at the resorts? I don't know ifyou've been there and
know where it is, but half way down the hill is part of this ward?
Yes.
So the people who work at resorts know best to live here at Waimea. They live in
Waikaloa Village? And Hawaii Kai also. And there's two wards here or one?
Yes, we have two wards. We have Waimea I and Waimea II.
The second ward is east and the first ward is west?
Is the Maikai, yes.
Wylie Swapp: During those growing up years were you considered to be one of
the small churches or were you a large church?
I would probably say a small one. I think Hilo was bigger than us.
But they all came to your gym.
And occasionally we would go to Hilo, but most of the time they would come this
way.

I think what you 're meaning is that in the community was the church seen as an
important part of the community or were you just a small part? It sounds like you were
an important part becau e you pXUFKD
ed a gym and..
Yes, it was kind of a ocia1 center I think because there was no other gym when I
was growing up except our gym and so the community's young people would come and
meet with us. And so, as I look over the people who are in our ward now there's several
of them who I remember their fathers or their grandfathers having played ball with us and
now this is a second or third generation of children who are now members of the church
because of that. I know the Cases joined us. And of course we now have Brother Chucky
Case and Richard Case were both members of the church and they started because they
came and played ball with us. And it started because they came and played ball with us
at the gymnasium.
Brother Jokepa. Who's that?
Iokepa, yes. That's Shirley's father. And what was really interesting, he had two
daughters and a son. They would walk from down in the village, a little towards
Kawaihae, and he and his three children would walk to church every Sunday. And it was
twice, because they would come in the morning, and then occasionally Brother Lindsey
would take them home. And then they would come in the evening because we had
sacrament meeting in the evening or another meeting in the evening and then Brother
Lindsey would take them home. But he faithfully, it didn't matter if it was raining or
what, Brother Iokepa and his children walked to church. So Sister Shirley has a noble
history.
John Olzowska: Do you still have the gym now?
Yes, there is a community gym attached to the school. And then of course, there
is our old gym that belongs to New Hope Church now. And then of course, we have our
own here. But it's not the same as it was when we were growing up. Any other
questions?
The old bell to the old chapel is outside here.
Oh yes. The old bell is still here.
Mobilized it.
Yeah, I think it is. It's just there for a momento. So, all we can do, is hope and
pray that our children and our grandchildren will continue the legacy that is theirs, to be
active in the church and to continue to help the church grow throughout.
About how many members were in each of the wards?
I do;t know exactly. Do you know sister Keliikoa? I would estimate, there's
about 140 or 150 who've actively come in first ward.
Sister Keliikoa: About 250 members in our ward
Yes, it's probably the same I think, but active, about 150. We get a lot of visitors
so our chapel is often filled.
Dale Robertson: You went to Church College of Hawaii. What has been the
impact of Church College of Hawaii and BYU--Hawaii on this community, besides
yourself?
Sister Iwa. I know her sons have went to Church College, to BYU. Sister and
Brother Levi's children have gone and graduated. Of course, Sister Iokepa, Shirley did.
Sister Lulu Lindsey, she did. My daughter, Katie Robertson, who ended up marrying a
Laie Boy, Patoa and Juanita's son. The Levinson's are here, but their children are still

quite young. Eunice Lazarus went to BYU. And if we had time to think we could
probably think of more.
Did they come back here then most of these or do they go elsewhere after they've
been away to schoool?
Some of them came back. I came back! Katy came back!
John Olzowska: Can you tell us about how often do you do excursions to the Laie
Temple, once a year?
Well, we used to try and go as often as possible, and we're really grateful to have
the temple in Kona. So it's easier now to go. It's a nice gift to have been given to us.
Riley Moffat: Do you remember going as a child to do baptisms or were their
excursions for the youth?
No, not during my childhood. But during my brother's time and they are younger,
my two brothers. They did go with my parents. And it took a little while for my father to
finally get to where he went you know. I think it might have been more difficult.
Because when they would go to the temple, they would take half a cow with them. They
would take all of their food because they went to stay with members of the church in
Laie. So they would take their food with them and shared food that they brought.
Yes, sister Lazarus?
Sister Lazarus: They stayed at Lanihuli (mission home)
Yes, that's right Lanihuli and then families also that were in Laie. That was
something they looked forward to. I remember my mother and father, how special it was
for them to be able to go, and she would write me letters telling me that they'd gone and
that the young people got to go with them. And I talked to my brothers and they'd tell me
they'd been down to the temple to do temple work.
I still have ajar at home that was my mother's, and it has all of these names of the
people's work she'd done. Because they used to give them yellow slips with a little red
check on it of the work she'd done in the Laie Temple. The other thing that my mother
and father always made a practice of, is that every time they left the temple they always
left a little gift, a monetary gift for the temple. And it was really my father's habit
because even when the Catholic nuns would come up to Waikii, my father always gave
them a little money. So he continued that when he went to the temple. He just always
left a little something there for them--just something he did. I'm sure that there's a whole
history of the Bertlemanns here. And Sister Keliikoa is a member of the Bertlemann
family. And I can remember her mother coming here to live. Archie, which was Sister
Keliikoa's older brother, I think or younger brother. Was he older or younger than you?
I'm the number 7Wh
Okay, then he must have been older than you. He became our Branch President
or Bishop. And they raised their family here and pretty soon we got these two girls who
moved into the ward. It was Sister Keliikoa and Sister Dement. And Sister Keliikoa has
been instrumental in doing temple, making sure that we get our genealogy done, so that
temple work could be done and she always says to me, "Well, it was you who got me
hooked." And my Father was in charge of the stake genealogy library in Kona, and so I
came back in 1976 and we were then trying to decide what we were going to do with all
of the black books they had with all of the family group sheets.
And I remember going to this old Stake Building and bringing all of those records home
to my house and going through them and arranging them because some of them were just

in boxes. And I remember taking them and filing them into those black books and for a
while that's what we used down at the Kona Stake, was looking through those books to
find connections in our families. And then they started the library there. And I worked
as a Stake Genealogy Librarian and then I introduced a sister in Kona to research, uhm,
Sister Arlene Hudman, and so she got started and then I talked to Sister Keliikoa and she
got started. And then I had to work to make a living.
All these books over here are hers?
Yes. All of these are Sister Keliikoa's. And she's done, she told me this afternoon, she's
up to 1500 on one line, is that right?
She showed me a baptismal certificate I think her grandfather had that was
signed by Joseph F. Smith who he baptized when he was here on his first mission when he
fifteen years old. She 's got a baptism certificate in there, signed by him.
And so Sister Keliikoa also has a history here. Her family comes from Ka'u, over
on the other side part of it.
Sister Keliikoa: But now they no longer have the chapel there anymore, I left in
1937. They now have the Naalehu Ward.
Right.
John Olzowska: Did you always have missionaries in the area?
Yes, we had both. We've had the male missionaries. We've had the sister
missionaries. And I believe we've had the couple missionaries. We've had the older
couples here also as missionaries?
Sister Keliikoa: Yes, we've had them. The Ericksons.
That's right, the Erickson's.
Sister Keliikoa: Brother and Sister Hunter just left on the 19WK
.
Yes. O.k. So, it's wonderful to be part of the gospel here and it continues to be so.
And right now I served as Relief Society 1st counselor until a couple of weeks ago, and I
feel depleted, because they took away my calling and I have no calling right now except
as a visiting teacher. But that's ok because I drive to Hilo everyday. I am building that
Kamehameha School in Hilo and we 're going kindergarten to 12th grade. I started it five
years ago, kindergarten to 3rd grade. I'm kindergarten to 7th grade right now.
And so we have so many members there. I've got I think three or four Bishop's
children in the school, and they strongly feel that that school was meant to be there for
their children so that they don't have to go to Honolulu and be away from their families.
So I think maybe that's my mission right now, for a couple more years. And then maybe
I can do what you're doing. Go listen to talk story!
We 're going to New Zealand next year!
Brother Patoa Benioni just brought me the genealogy of my grandchildren that
hooks up to the Polynesian genealogy all the way up to Adam I think he says. In my
patriarchal blessing it does tell me that my children will be blessed because of my
membership in the church. Anyway, any more questions?

